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Annapolis, Wednesday, 23d. 
This morning the "Wind being at S. "W. and Inclining more 
to the Southward, I went and acquanted the Commissioners, 
on which they Determined to Sail, accordingly I went and 
acquanted the Captain of our Yacht with their Resolution, 
who Immediately weigh'd and got under Sail, in order to 
turn it out to the mouth of the Harbour, leaving the Barges 
and four hands to bring off the Commissioners &c. after Break- 
fast, I went to warn the rest of our Company to repair to 
Esqr. Jennings's, that the Commissioners Design'd to Embark 
about 11 O'Clock ; about 10 they went to his Excellencies, 
and Returned him their thanks for the Great Civilities shown 
them while in Annapolis, and after their Compliments to his 
17 
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Lady, took leave and Return'd to Mr. Jenning's from whence 
to his landing, where we were waited on by Philip Thomas 
Esqr. Loyd 1 Esqr. Mr. Thomas Lee and several other 

Gentlemen of Distinction, where we took Barge to go on 
board the Margaret, then lying of the mouth of the River, 
and by 12 O'Clock we came up with her, and in an hour after, 
was out of Sight of Annapolis Wind at S. W. 15 min : past 
4, had Chester River on our Starboard and Patapsco on our 
Larboard Side, at which time we were at Dinner, but properly 
speaking, some of us made but one Meal a day, and that last- 
ing from morning till night. The Biscake Barrell standing 
open upon deck by the Pump, every other minute one hand 
or another, would be Diving in it, so that you might hear our 
Grinders, like so many Hoggs under a Peach tree in a very 
high "Wind : the Wind blowing very weak, we made little or 
no way, having a strong Tide of Ebb against Us towards the 
Going down of the Sun, seeing a Boat and Canoe a Fishing 
Inshoar, we hail'd them, with, have you got any Fish, which 
they returned with, have you got any Rum, we Answered, 
yes, will you come on Board and Taste it, then they unty'd 
and made Directly for Us, but was very much Surpris'd with 
the manner of Reception they met with, which was as follows: 
We had the Blunderbush ready loaded, and Stil'd on the 
side they were to board Us, Littlepage who was to Act the 
part of a Man of Wars Lieutenant, was Accoutred with four 
Load Pistols, and the like number of Swords, which with his 
lac'd hatt and Romantick Countenance, made an app'nce much 
like another Black-beard, several more of our Company was 
Arm'd with a Drawn Sword & Cockt Pistole, several pistoles, 
three fowling Pieces Loaded, and some Drawn Swords lying 
in view on a Table on the Main-deck, in this manner was we 
Equip'd and Stationed ready to receive the poor Fishermen, 
when they came near enough to observe our Postures &c, they 
immediately lay on their Oars & paddles with no small concern 
to know what we was, but on a little time the Ebb Tide draw- 
ing them along side (which they did not observe being so 

1 Edward Lloyd, President of the Colony, 1704-14 
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surpriz'd) Littlepage ask'd them in a Sailor like manner, If 
they would come on board and Serve his Majesty, to which 
they made no Reply, but kept gazing at us like so many 
Thunder-struck persons, at last with a Discharge of our Great 
Gun and small Arms, Flourish 'g our Swords round our heads, 
we desir'd them to come on board Directly, else we woud Sink 
them, on hearing of which, as if Recover'd from a Trance, 
they call'd out to one another, with marks of the Greatest 
fear Imaginable, in their Countenances, pull about ! pull about! 
for Gods Sake ! with all the Eagerness possible they Sett to 
pulling and padling as if pursued by a Spanish privateer, on 
which calling to hawl up the Bardge, an Man her, it being 
done, Littlepage & my Self, got in with each a pair of Pistols 
and a Sword, and made directly after them, on which, they 
did mend (if possible) their Strokes, pulling for life directly 
to the Shoar, now & then, now and then one or other of them 
would look behind, & then cry out, pull away, pull away, or 
we are all taken, at last they gain'd the Shoar, and so soon 
their Vessels Struck the Ground, they got their Jackets on 
their Shoulders, & without the least care of them, made 
directly for the Woods : to have seen Us pursueing, hollowing, 
and brandishing our Swords, & them flying with their whole 
might, one time looking behind them to see how near we 
were, then before them to see how far they were from the 
Shoar, was a Scene Sufficient, to Create pleasure and a Laugh 
in Gentlemen less Blyth and Gayly dispos'd, than the Honour- 
able Commissioners or any other of their levee ; on their 
gaining the Land, we turn'd and lay on our Oars (it being all 
we wanted to Surprise them a little,) which as soon as the 
fear and terrible concern they were in, allowed them time to 
look behind and observe, they Rallied, Seeing this, and being 
now on Terra firma, in some measure freed from that dreadful 
Apprehension of serving his Majesty, they opened on us all at 
once, like so many Hounds on a warm Scent, calling us a 

parcell of ■ , if we would only come ashoar Man 

for Man, they would teach us what it was to Fire Guns at 
People, and fright them in so unaccountable a manner ; after 
Exchanging a little Billingsgate with them, we returned on 
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Board, where we found the rest of our Company very much 
pleased with the Adventure. It was now quite calm, about 
Daylight Shutting in, we had a small Breeze from the S. S.W. 
which in a little time shifted to S. E. the forepart of the 
Night appeared Cloudy, looking very Squaly, when I betook 
my Self to my Cabbin, when in a very little time I got into 
the Drowsy Gods' Dominions, where let me rest, till you turn 
over the leaf. 

On Board the Margaret, Tliursday the 24th. 
At five O'Clock this Morning I made my Appearance on 
Deck, at which time we came to Anchor Off Sacifrace 1 River 
and Opposite to Spitsuisy 2 Island, not having Wind enough to 
Stem the Ebb Tide, which runs very strong so high up the 
Bay, Several of the Levee and my Self went ashoar on the 
Western side of the Bay and call'd at the House of one Mr. 
Phrisby 3 in Baltimore County, where we made but a short 
stay, till we put off for our Yacht again, and by the time we 
got on Board, she was under Sail, with a fine Breeze at E. and 
be IS. it was now 9 O'Clock, at which time went to Breakfast : 
at 11 O'Clock and off Turkey point (having but little Wind) 
the Commiss'rs &c. went on Shoar at the Point, where they 
tarried about an hour, and then return'd on Board : Here the 
Prospect was exceedingly Agreeable, the Land in several 
places Jutting out in Promontories in the Bay, you see at one 
time a Considerable way up Elk, North East, and Susque- 
hannah Rivers, which runs a good way in the Country, espe- 
cialy the later several hundred miles it appear'd but narrow 
all the way we could observe, from its mouth, which is on the 
Codd of a Spacious rounding Bay, the Land from the Shoar 
rises to a considerable heigth so gradually, which together 
with the so uncommon Verdure of the Trees, yielded a pros- 
pect Superior to any I ever saw of a Country so overgrown 
with Woods, it was now 3 O'Clock when we were off the 
Mouth of Susquehannah, at which time we went to Dinner ; 
about the Setting of the Sun, came to Anchor before the North 
East Town, Compos'd of two Ordinaries, a Ghrist Mill, Baker- 

1 Sassafras. 2 Spesutiae. 3 Frisby. 
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house and two or three Dwelling Houses, in Cecil County & 
province of Maryland : I went directly on Shoar in order to 
Dispatch some letters (which the Commissioners had received 
in Annapolis) to Gentlemen that were to provide us with 
Horses &c to convey us to Philadelphia ; I received a Letter 
in one of the Public houses for the Commissioners, from the 
Governor of Pennsylvania, which was Lodg'd there in order 
to Advise them, that the Indians were not yet arriv'd at the 
place of Treaty, nor were they Expected in any short time, 
the letter was as follows : 

To the Honourable Thomas Lee Esqr. 

Phila. May 20th 1744. 

Sir : I was not favour'd with your Letter of the 11th Inst't 
before yesterday Evening : I am in some doubt, whether you 
may not have reached the place mentioned for your Landing, 
even before it comes to my hands. I expect hourly to hear 
of the Indians being on their Journey to the place of Treaty ; 
but as from their Custom of Travelling with their Families, 
and hunting upon the Road for their Subsistence, they may 
possibly Exceed the time : I wish for your Ease and better 
Accommodation, you would proceed to Philad'a Where I 
shall be exceedingly well pleased to kiss yours and Colonel 
Bunley's hands. I am with a very great Regard. 
Sir. 

Your Most Oblig'd humble Ser't 

GEO. THOMAS. 

Notwithstanding, we were lying before a Town, the Com- 
miss'n and all the rest of the Company chose to by on board, 
as the place, by its appearance did not promise the best of 
Entertainment, about 9 at Eight we all went to bed. 

On Board the Margaret, Friday the 25th. 
This Morning the Baggage was sent up to the Public House, 
where the Commissioners and their Levee in a little time 
follow'd ; here we Din'd, and Drunk the best Cask Cyder for 
the Season that ever I did in America : the Commissioners 
being Inform'd the Post from Philadelphia, was to pass 
through this place at Night, they wrote to the Governor the 
following Letter. 
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To the Honourable William Gooch Esq. Governor of Virginia. 
May it Please your Honour. 

We Arrived here last Night and Received a Letter from 
the Governor of Pennsylvania, dated the 21st that he dayly 
expected to know, that the Indians were on their way, but as 
they Travel slow, he Recommends it to us, to come to Phila- 
delphia, and we shall take that way and leave this to-morrow. 

Before we left Annapolis, there was an Express from Conrad 
Weiser, with an Artfull Letter relating to the Indian Affair, 
which they say is Logan, tho Weiser Signs it ; a Good deal 
of Expense is propos'd in favour of the Indians, and they are 
persuaded that there will arise some difficulty, by our having 
no other Interpreter but Weiser. 

The Commissioners from Maryland are not settled, Weiser 
tells them plainly, that the Indians aroused in matters of such 
moment, only to talk with Governors : Dulany is changed 
for Jennings ; but as the lower house, permitted the Governor 
to take money out of their Treasury for the Indian Treaty, 
they have named two of their Body to be Commissioners, and 
have drawn Instructions for them, Independent of the 
Governor ; this was taken warmly by the Upper House, and 
we left them in a warm Dispute which will possibly end in 
Rejecting the Commissioners from the lower House, and it 
may be found Necessary for the Governor to be at the Treaty. 

The Post is to pass thro' this place Immediately, so that 
we hope you will Excuse the hurry we are in and believe us 
to be with the Greatest Respect. 
Sir. 

Your Honours 

Most Obedient & 

Dutifull Servants. 

THOMAS LEE. 
W. BEVERLY. 

We wrote twice from Annapolis to which We beg to be 
Refer'd. 

The Commissioners, and two or three more lodg'd at the 
public House, Colonel Taylor, Mr. Lewis and my self went 
on board the Margaret. I must not forget, that in the fore- 
noon, the Com'rs and their Company went to the Prin- 
cipio Iron Works, in order to view the Curiosities of that 
place, they are under the management of Mr. Baxter, a Vir- 
ginian, And was at Work forming Barr-Iron when we came 
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there ; for my part I was no Judge of the Workmanship, but 
I thought everything appeared to be in very good Order, and 
they are allowed to be as Compleat Works as any on the 
Continent by those wbo are Judges. 

Maryland North East, Saturday the 25th. 
This Morning by the time Aurora had banished the twink- 
ling Starrs, I got from my Bed, and after rowzing the rest of 
my Fellow Lodgers from sleep's lethargy, we steer'd our 
Course for the Public house where we found the rest fast 
lockt in the Arms of Deaths younger Brother ; the Morning 
was Chiefly taken up in packing in Baggage and sending of 
the Waggon, and 40 Min. past 9, the Commissioners and 
their Train set out on our Way for Philadelphia: At the 
Line Dividing Maryland and Pennsylvania, and about 9 miles 
from North East, we were met by the High Sheriff, Coroner, 
and under Sheriff of New Castle County with their White 
Wands, who came at the Desire of the Governor to Conduct 
us thro' their County ; at 12 O'Clock arriv'd at Ogle Town 19 
Miles from North East, where we Stop'd and Refresh'd our 
selves with Bread & Cheese, Punch and Cyder, Our Horses 
with good Planter's Oats, after which proceeded on to Wil- 
mington, a Town 12 Miles further, in one way passing thro' 
New Port a little Village on the Road and Eight Miles from 
Ogle Town : Arriv'd at Wilmington 10 Min. past 3 P. M. 
where we Din'd ; This Town stands on Christine Creek, about 
three quarter of Mile above where it runs in to Delaware 
River, the Houses are Brick, most of them large and well 
Built, and tho' an Infant place, of about two years standing, 
there are now upwards of one hundred and fifty Families in 
the Town chiefly Merchants and Mechanicks, there was sev- 
eral Ships and other small Vessels on the Stocks a Building, 
and several other Branches of Workmanship and Commerce 
seem'd to go on Briskly : after Dinner, we set out about 4 in 
the Afternoon, crossing a pretty large Creek call'd by the 
Dutch, Brandywine, Nine Miles from Wilmington, and at 
the Line Dividing New Castle and Chester County's were 
waiting the High Sheriff, Coroner and under Shff. of Chester 



240 Journal of William Black. 

County, who Conducted us to Chester Town Six Miles farther, 
where we arriv'd a few minutes before 9 at night, and put at 
Mr. James Matthew, the most Considerable House in the 
Town ; most of the Company being very much fatigued with 
the Day's Ride being very warm, they Inclin'd for .Beds soon 
after they alighted, and tho' for my own part I was not very 
much tir'd, yet I agreed to hug the Pillow with the rest. 

Chester in Pennsylvania, Sunday the 26th. 
This Morning, by the time the Sun return 'd to Enlighten 
My Bed Chamber, I got up with a Design to take a view of 
the Town. It is not so large as "Wilmington neither are the 
Buildings so large in General, the Town stands on a Mouth 
of a Creek of the same name, running out the Delaware and 
has a very large wooden Bridge over it, in the middle of the 
Town, the Delaware is reckon'd three miles over at this place, 
and is a very good Boad for Shipping ; the Court House and 
Prison is two tolerably large Buildings of Stone, there are in 
the Town, a Church dedicated to St. Paul, the Congregation 
are after the manner of the Church of England ; A Quaker 
Meeting, and a Sweed's Church ; about 10 of the Clock fore- 
noon, the Comm'rs and us of their Levee went to St. Pauls, 
where we heard a Sermon Preach'd by the Reverend Mr. 
Backhouse on the 16th Chap, of St. Luke 30 & 31st Verses, 
from this some of us paid A Visit to the Eriends who were 
then in Meeting, but as it happened to be a Silent One, after 
we had sat about 15 Min. they Shook hands and we parted, 
from this Return'd to our Inn, where we had a very good 
Dinner, and about 4 in the Evening set out for Philadelphia, 
Accompanied by the Shffs, Coroner, and several Gentlemen 
of the Town, past thro' Derby a Town 7 miles from Chester 
Standing on a Creek of the same name and at a Stone Bridge 
about half a mile further, 1 was met by the Sheriff, Coroner, 
and Sub-Sheriff of Philadelphia County, Here the Company 
from Chester took their leave of Us and return'd from this 
passed on three miles further to the River Schuylkill, where 

1 At the Blue Bell, over Cobb's Creek. 
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we found waiting for Us Richard Peters Esqr. Secretary of 
the Province, Robert Strettell, 1 Andrew Hamilton, 2 And 

1 Eobert Strettell, a wealthy Irish Quaker, removed with his family to 
Philada. in 1736. He was probably a son of Amos Strettell, of Dublin, who 
in 1703 purchased 5000 acres of land in Penna. Eobert Strettell was suc- 
cessively Member of Common Council, 1741, Alderman, 1748, and in 1751 
Mayor of Phila. In Dec. 1741, he was appointed one of Provincial Council, 
and in Jan. 1756, during the absence of Gov. Morris, he presided over that 
body. He died in Phila., and in his will, which was admitted to probate 
June 24, 1761, he devises "All my Proprietary Eights in West Jersey" and 
"all my Greek, Latin, and French authors." He was bu. in Friends' 
Ground June 12th, 1761. His widow, Philotesia, dau. of John Owen, of 
London, d. in Philada. June, 1782, and was bu. in Friends' Ground on the 
28th of that month. 

2 Andrew Hamilton, the father of him mentioned in the text, was the most 
eminent and the ablest of the lawyers of the Colony in hi3 day. He was a 
native of Scotland, and was born in the year 1676. Nothing is known of his 
early history. The family tradition is that he fled from his native country 
in consequence of having killed a person of note in a duel. It is more likely 
that he may have been involved in some of the political difficulties during 
the reign of King William. For some time after his arrival in America, he 
concealed his name under that of Trent. Whatever the cause may have 
been, all danger to himself had passed in the reign of Queen Anne, as he 
was on the 27th January, 1712, admitted to Gray's Inn and called to the 
English Bar ; a step taken to secure reputation and to promote his ad- 
vancement in the Colony, which forbids the presumption of felony or crime. 
He resided first in the Eastern Shore of Virginia, and afterwards in Kent 
County, Md. He married a lady of fortune and family, Mrs. Anne (Brown) 
widow of Joseph Preeson. He enjoyed a handsome practice in Chestertown, 
and a great reputation for ability in 1712. He was soon after appointed a 
Member of the Provincial Council ; and in 1717, Attorney General of Penn- 
sylvania, which position he resigned in 1726 to make a second visit to Eng- 
land ; after his return in 1727 he received from Governor Gordon the ap- 
pointment of Prothonotary, in consideration, not only of his legal qualifica- 
tions, but also of " the considerable service he had done to the Proprietors 
in this Province and Country." In 1727, he was elected a Member of the 
Assembly from Bucks County, and was returned to the same seat for twelve 
successive years. He took a leading part in public affairs — was Chairman 
of the most important Committees, the author of most of the Addresses to 
the Governor and to the Proprietors and to the English Government, and 
the draughtsman of the Act of the Assembly. 

He was Eecorder of the City of Philadelphia in 1728. And in November 
1737, he was appointed Judge of Vice Admiralty. In 1739, he was elected 
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several other Gentlemen of Philadelphia, who Peceiv'd us 
very kindly, and Welcom'd us into their Province with a 
Bowl of fine Lemon Punch big enough to have Swimm'd 
half a dozen of young Geese ; after pouring four or five Glasses 
of this down our throats we cross'd the River about two 
hundred yards over, and riding three short miles on the other 
side brought us into sight of the famous City Philadelphia, 
but it being some minutes after the time of the Sun taking 

Speaker of the Assembly ; and with the exception of the year 1733, he filled 
the chair uninterruptedly till his final retirement, because of age and in- 
firmities, in 1739, when he declined all further public service. On one 
occasion he was unanimously appointed by the House a Trustee of the Loan 
Office, and entrusted with the building and disbursements for the State 
House, sacred to all Americans as the Cradle of Liberty — the Hall of Inde- 
pendence — the designs of which were furnished and entirely carried out by 
Mr. Hamilton. Andrew Hamilton's defence of the Printer John Peter 
Zenger indicted for Libel before Chief Justice De Lancey and the Supreme 
Court of New York in 1736, is one of the earliest and boldest assertions of 
the Liberty of Speech and Writing. It occasioned wide-spread comment 
at the time. Mr. Hamilton acquired a noble estate in Lancaster County. 
The Town of Lancaster was laid out on his property in 1728. He died at 
Bush Hill— which now forms a part of the City of Philadelphia — in 1741, 
and was there buried. 

His son James Hamilton was Deputy Governor in 1748-54, Governor 
1759-63, and President of the Council in 1771. He was the only native 
Governor of the Colony before the Revolution. He was a liberal patron of 
the Arts and Sciences, and encouraged and fostered public enterprises. 
He was President of the American Philosophical Society before its union 
with the Society for the Diffusion of Useful Knowledge, under the auspices of 
Dr. Franklin. He died in 1782. 

The only daughter of Andrew Hamilton, the elder, married "William 
Allen, Provincial Chief Justice, a man of great wealth, one of the daughters 
of whom married John Penn, son of Richard Penn, the last proprietary 
Governor. 

Andrew Hamilton, the younger, married a daughter of William Fell ; their 
son William was one of the earliest patrons of art and collectors of pictures 
in this country. He cultivated the art of ornamental gardening. His 
residence was the beautiful seat called the Woodlands, the mansion house 
of which is still standing in the grounds, which are now used as a cemetery. 
The names of Allen and Hamilton are now both extinct. — Article in Histo- 
rical Magazine, Aug. 1868, by J. F. Fisher. For other account of the 
ancestry of Andrew Hamilton, the elder, see History of Independence Hall, 
by F. M. Etting, Boston, 1876. 
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his Departure from that to another Country and the Starrs 
beginning to twinkle, we cou'd only observe it was the Town : 
The Governor's House being the first on that Side of the Town 
which we enter'd, the Secretary Introduced the Commis- 
sioners and next their Levee to his Honour, who came to his 
Gate where he received Us with Great Civility and bid us all 
heartily welcome to Philadelphia, after this Ceremony was 
over, he led the way to the Hall, where we was presented 
with a Glass of "Wine, and after some talk on the Stay of the 
Indians, and his Recommending us to the Care of Mr. Secre- 
tary, and Mr. Eobert Strettell, who had provided Lodgings 
for us before, we took leave of the Governor for that night, 
after having Received an Invitation to Dine with his Honour 
the Tuesday following, and was Conduct'd to the House of 
Mr Strettell where we all Sup'd and where the Commis- 
sioners & Mr. Lee had a pressing Invitation to stay while in 
Town, which after some Excuses on the one side, an Intreat- 
ing on the other, they agreed to, Colonel Taylor and Mr. 
Lewis had a Lodging provided for them at Mrs. Arthur's in 
Wallnutt Street, Colonel Thornton and Mr. Littlepage was 
Lodged at "Widow Meredith's in Front Street, Mr. Brookes 
and my self, went along with the Secretary to his House 
where we were to put up, by the time we got there it was past 
11 O'Clock ; he appear'd Exceeding Complaisant and very 
agreeable to Us, and as I understood he kept Bachellor's 
house, I was the more pleas'd ; after offering Hs a Glass of 
"Wine, which we desir'd to be Excus'd from at that time, we 
were lighted to a very well furnished Room, where my 
Fellow Lodger and I, after undressing from our Riding Gar- 
ments, went to Bed in order to pass that part of the twenty 
four Hours which was between us and Morning, in a State 
Resembling that of the Departed, where those that are so 
Dispos'd may follow me, and they who are Inclin'd otherways 
may pass their hours with a Bottle and their Friend or with 
something else a . 

Philadelphia, Monday the 28th. 
The Fatigue of our Journey Sitting somewhat uneasy on 
Us, made us keep Bed longer than our Inclinations approv'd, 
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being prone to View the City, the Character of which had 
so much excited our Desire ; about 7 O'Clock we were call'd 
by the Waggoneer to take our Baggage, which we accord- 
ingly had brought up to our Room, at 9 we eat Breakfast 
with our new Landlord, after which, he was so good as to go 
with us to view the City ; the Shipping was what first En- 
gag'd Us, in going to which we were Accidentally Join'd by 
the rest of our Company, the Commissioners excepted ; we 
went on Board the Tartar privateer, a fine Ship near 300 
Tons newly Launch 'd, which they were Rigging with the 
greatest Expedition for a Cruising Voyage, from this we 
went to several more Wharfs where there lay any Vessels, 
and every where eou'd observe a very Considerable Traffick, 
in Shipping and unshipping of Goods, mostly American Pro- 
duce 5 1 after our Curiosity in this Respect was satisfy'd, we 
was Introduced by our Guide to Mr. Andrew Hamilton's, 
where was Mr. George McCaul 2 and several other Towns Gen- 
tlemen, who kindly welcom'd us to Philadelphia, and after a 
few Glasses of Wine, we Departed for another Ramble I 
stumbled from the rest to the Commissioners' Lodgings, who 
had been waiting on his Honour the Governor, where they 
had a Conference on the Indian Treaty, on their return, the 
following Letter was Dispatched to his honour Governor 
Gooch by an Express to Annapolis. 

To the Honourable William Gooch, Esq., Governor of Virg 1 . 
May it Please your Honour. 

We arriv'd here in the Evening of yesterday, this day we 
were an hour with the Governor, who uses us with great 
kindness, and we have advised with him about the Indian 
Treaty; he tells us the Indians or their Speaker mistook 
one Moon, and they have no Advice of the Indians being on 
their March, so that we are like to wait some time, which 

1 In 1723, Michael Royal advertises for sale a new sloop on the stocks at 
the drawbridge. The activity of ship building was very great. There were 
shipyards at Vine and Race Streets, and near the Old Perry. Many ves- 
sels were sold as fast as they were built, for English and Irish houses abroad. 
— Watson's Annals, ed. 1857, vol. i. p. 228. 

* McCall. 
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will Increase the Expense. The Governor is possitive, that 
at least £200 value of Goods shoud be brought here, to be 
given the Indians, as a part of the Consideration at the 
Treaty ; no Promisses of a Reward to come will do with 
them, without something in hand, and Since we are to be 
Advis'd by this Governor, and it seems reasonable to Us, we 
shall have the Goods bought, and we hope your honour will 
approve of it. This £200, the £100 to Wieser, and the 
charge of maintaining the Indians, which will be above £200 
more, will leave us little to Support our Expensive Journey ; 
so that we hope your Honour will Permitt us a further credit 
by the Post, or rather Bills from the Receiver General, else 
we shall be under Difficulties. The Assembly here upon the 
"Warr with France have ordered a Present of £300 to the 
Indians, and they have given the Governor an unlimited Vote 
of Credit for his Expenses when he makes the Present, which 
is to be when we meet them. Maryland will make a Present 
then, and if we appear empty handed, we shall appear Con- 
temptible in the eyes of the Indians. 

This goes by Maryland Express to Annapolis, and from 
thence we desire Mr. Jennings to send one to your Honour, 
and we hope the necessity will warrant the Expense. 

Our last was by the Post to North East, in the Government 
of Maryland. 

"We are with great Respect, 
Sir, Your Honour's 

Most Obedient and Faithful Humble Servants, 

THOMAS LEE, 
WILLIAM BEVERLEY. 

I Din'd with the Commissioners at Mr. Strettell's, the rest 
of the Company with Mr. Secretary Peters ; in the Afternoon 
his Honour, the Governor, waited on the Commissioners, and 
spent some time with them at their Lodgings, and afterwards 
went to the Coffee House, from thence to the Governor's 
Clubb, which is a Select Number of Gentlemen that meet 
every Night at a certain Tavern, where they pass away a few 
Hours in the Pleasures of Conversation and a Cheerful Glass ; 
about 9 Of the Clock, we had a very Genteel Supper, and 
afterwards several sorts of "Wine and fine Lemon Punch set 
out the Table, of which every one might take of what he best 
lik'd, and what Quantity he Pleas'd, between the hours of 10 
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and 11, the Commissioners withdrew, and with them the rest 
of their Company, I went directly to my Lodgings, and before 
11 struck I was in bed. 

Philadelphia, Tuesday the 29th. 
This morning I got up almost with the Sun, and having 
several Journal Entries to make, set about them till Break- 
fast, which I Eat at my Lodgings, afterwards took a turn in 
the Garden, where I had a very pleasing Prospect of the 
Fields and Inclosures, and found I was Lodged in a very Airy 
and Agreeable part of the Town, a little after 12 O'Clock in 
Company with Mr. Secretary and Mr. Brookes, I went to the 
Commissioner's Lodgings, where we found them Join'd by 
the rest of the Levee, and in a few min: after we all set out 
for his Honour's the Governor, in order to Line with him 
according to the Invitation received the Sunday Night be- 
fore. The Entertainment was very Grand, and consisted of 
many Dishes Substantial as well as Curious, with a very fine 
Collation ; after Dinner, the Table was immediately furnished 
with as great plenty of the Choicest Wines as it was before 
with the best of Victuals ; the Glass went briskly round, 
sometimes with sparkling Champaign, and sometimes Rich 
Madeira, Claret, or whatever the Drinker pleas'd. Between 
the hours of 3 & 4 the Governor, Commissioners, and the rest 
of the Company went to hear a Philosophical Lecture on the 
Eye, &c, by A: Spencer, M:D:, in which he endeavoured to 
account for the Eaculties, the Nature and Diseases of that 
Instrument of Sight ; next he proceeded to show that Eire is 
Diffus'd through all space, and may be produced from all 
Bodies, Sparks of Eire Emitted from the Face and Hands of 
a Boy Suspended Horizontally, by only rubbing a Glass Tube 
at his feet. After this, we return'd to the Governor's, where 
we Drank Tea, and in the evening took leave, and waited on 
the Commissioners to their Lodgings, where I spent the fore- 
part of the night, and with the rest of the Levee departed for 
our respective Lodgings, about 10 at night I got home, and 
in a little time after into Bed. 
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Philadelphia, Wednesday the 30th. 
Rose at 7 O'Clock, and wrote till 9, after which went to 
Breakfast, and after I was Dress'd, I went in order to view 
some more of the Town, and wherever I went, I found every- 
thing come up to, or rather exceed the Character I had often 
heard of Philadelphia, about 12 O'Clock I came to Mr. Stret- 
tcll's, where I found the Commissioners and their Company 
ready to set out for Mr. William Allen's, a very Considerable 
Merchant, and Recorder of the City, and a Member of the 
Council, they were Invited to Dine with them to-day, when 
we were at the Governor's the day before. About 1 O'Clock 
we Din'd in Company with his Honour the Governor and 
several other Gentlemen of Distinction in the City ; after 
Dinner the Commrs., accompanied by the Governor, &c, went 
in order to view the Privateers fitting out, there were then 
three getting ready with the utmost Expedition : The Wil- 
mington, a fine Ship, Burthen 300 Tons, Jno. Sibbald Com- 
mander, to carry 24 Carriage and 24 Swivel Guns, with 150 
men ; The Tartar, John Mackey Commander, a fine new Ship 
about the Burthen of the Wilmington, mounting 18 Car- 
riage, 20 Swivel Guns, with 130 Men ; The George Schooner, 
William Dowell Commander, to carry 14 Carriage and 18 
Swivel Guns, with 120 Men ; there are 4 more a Building 
with all possible Dispatch, besides a fine Bermudas Sloop 
bought the other day for 800 pounds Sterling, and is called 
the de Trembleur, to carry 14 Carriage and 20 Swivel Guns 
and 100 Men -, 1 from these Warr Castles and Flying Engines 

1 Thi3 goes far towards substantiating the assertion made in the pamphlet 
Common Sense — the subject of the following controversy: republished in the 
Historical Magazine of May, 1869, p. 335. 

"Rural Shipbuilding in 2feio England. 
Extract of a letter from Jamaica, dated June 29, 1776. 
"A pamphlet has been circulated here, under the title of Common Sense 
(the celebrated brochure of Thomas Paine), which was sent hither from 
America. It is written with great virulence against the English Adminis- 
tration, and its Design is to stir up the Colonists to assert their independency 
on the Mother Country. There are many false assertions in it, One of which, 
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of Destruction, we return'd with Solemn Gate to the Coffee 
House, where I parted with the Company, the Governor and 

Admiral Gaylon has thought proper to contradict, in the Jamaica Gazette, 
in the following words : — 

" ' I have seen a pamphlet, published in Philadelphia, under the title of 
Common Sense, wherein the Author says that, 40 years ago, there were 70 
and 80-gun ships built in New England ; in answer to which, I do declare 
that, at that period of time, I was in New England, a Midshipman on board 
his Majesty's ship, with the late Sir Peter Warren, and then, there had 
never been a Man-of-War built of any kind. 

" ' In 1747 (after the reduction of Lewisburgh), there was a ship of 44 guns 
ordered to be built at Piscataqua, by one Mr. Messervey; she was called the 
America, and sailed for England the following year; when she came home 
she was found so bad that she never was commissioned again. There was, 
afterwards, another ship of 20 guns built at Boston, by Mr. Benjamin Hal- 
lowell, which was called the Boston; she run but a short time before she 
was condemned ; and those were the only two ships of war ever built in 
America — therefore I thought it my duty to publish this, to undeceive the 
Public in general — to show that what the Author has set forth is an utter 
falsity. Clark Gaylon.' " 

To the Printer: — 

As Admiral Gaylon has taken upon him publickly to declare in Opposi- 
tion to the Author of Common Sense, and from his own knowledge, that 
when he was here, forty Years since, " there never had been a Man of War 
of any kind built in New England," it is but just that the public should be 
informed that, in the year 1690, a Fourth Eate Ship of War was launched 
at New Castle in Piscataqua River ; and in the year 1696, another, whose 
Force is not remembered. The former was the Falkland, and the latter 
Bedford Galley. 

It is not probable that Admiral Gaylon had any Knowledge of these Ships 
being built here, so that he cannot be charged with Falsehood ; but it is 
hoped if he should publish any Thing further relating to this Country, he 
will express himself not quite so positively, especially if he undertakes to 
prove a negative. 

The Evidence of the above Facts depends on an original Manuscript 
Letter from Mr. Emerson, formerly Minister of New Castle, to the late Mr. 
Prince ; and it is to be found among the Collection of Manuscripts relating 
to the History of New England, made by 50 years' Industry of that worthy 
Gentleman, unless it has been pilfered or destroyed by the Saracen-like 
Barbarity of the late Occupiers of the Old South Meeting House in Boston, 
in an Apartment of which those valuable Manuscripts were deposited. — 
Freeman's Journal or N. H. Gazette, January 14, 1777. 

One hundred and thirty-eight ships were entered at the custom house of 
London in 1694. — Houghton's Husbandry, vol. i. p. 440. 
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the Commissioners 1 with their Levee to the Clubb, and I went 
to spend the Evening with a Merchant and Townsman of 
mine ; I had not seen him for some years before till that 
Forenoon, when he Invited me to his House. I found him 
at Home according to Promise, & there I spent the forepart 
of the Night very Agreeably. He kept Batchellor House, 
and Consequently more Freedom, than when a Wife and 
Children is to be Conform'd to. I staid till after 11, and 
parted, he making me Promises to be no Stranger while I 
staid in Town, of which there was no great fear, as he kept a 
Glass of Good Wine, and was as free of it as an Apple-tree 
of its Fruit on a Windy Day in the month of July : I grop'd 
my way to where I Lodged, after having Butted against some 
Posts on the Sides of the Pavement, who kept me in my 
Road ; about the mid hour I got to Bed, where I incline to 
let myself rest till morning. 

1 The Governor of Pennsylvania mentioned in this journal was George 
Thomas. His office was, more properly speaking, that of Deputy Governor, 
and he held that position from August, 1738, to 1747. Previous to his 
appointment he had been a planter on the Island of Antigua, W. I. He 
was detained in London after having received his commission for some time, 
defending the Proprietary rights against the claim of Lord Baltimore to 
jurisdiction over the Lower Counties, and did not meet the Assembly of the 
province he was to govern until August, 1738. Gordon, in his History of 
Pennsylvania, p. 252, says " Governor Thomas was active, industrious, and 
capable ; attached to the province, but more devoted to the proprietaries 
and the king. In his zeal for His Majesty he overlooked the principles and 
character of the people he was called to govern. He believed himself suf- 
ficiently strong in polemical controversy to shake the opinions for which 
their ancestors had broken the tender characters of kindred and country, 
and which they themselves cherished with enthusiasm. Failing in this, he 
endeavored to intimidate men who, though declining to exhibit military 
courage, were no respectors of persons, and had never displayed political 
cowardice. When experience had taught him properly to appreciate the 
Quaker character, and to determine how far and in what manner their 
loyalty could be shown, unchecked by their consciences, he drew from them 
without difficulty whatever he could in propriety demand. His moderation 
and considerate forbearance towards the Quakers during the latter years of 
his administration, were rewarded by the esteem of the people and the con- 
fidence of the legislature." Drake, in his Biographical Dictionary, states 
that he was from 1752 to 1766 Governor of the Leeward and Caribbee 
Islands ; created a baronet, 1766; died, London, January 11, 1775. 

18 (To be continued.) 



